Phillip Morrison

... is one of the most interesting and original artists at work in Ireland today. It is undoubtedly his lively work with their jewel-like colours and confident lines which has moved so many art lovers. His art is almost impossible to categorise. They are serious, at the same time easily accessible. Full of humour and optimism, and intensely personal the paintings celebrate the spirit of the places they capture.

The artist born in 1964, the youngest son of four children raised by his mother in a single parent family. His early years were spent in a small terraced house in the town of Tywyn. Tywyn is a rural seaside town in the west of Wales and is very much dependent on it’s farming and tourist industry. 

His mother worked as a cleaner holding down many jobs to keep the family together. Life for the Morrison family was different to that of most of their community - at times a struggle.  Phillip acknowledges mixed emotions about this period of his life. He remembers the strong feeling of community spirit, the strength of individual characters, the warmth and humour that flourished in the face of adversity. He has also not forgotten the loneliness and isolation, the fear and the darkness that was ever present.

The need and compulsion to draw was obvious from an early age, he would seek out and create with whatever raw materials he could find. So he would draw on cigarette packs with stubs of pencils, art materials being an unaffordable luxury.  Early influences were films and television programmes. Saturday mornings at the local cinema were made possible by the combined ingenuity of friends in gaining access free by distracting the ticket seller. Here he was enthralled by the colourful images of other lives, of different places, of larger than life screen hero's.

Life for most people was about struggle and survival. Phillip’s driving force was always to draw. He did not, could not, question this need. It is a need that remains with him today. “The option or notion of ever becoming an artist was never there……the choices were farming, the civil service or the armed forces. I ended up in the police force for 6 years but never felt the cap fitted. I hated the shift work and became seriously ill”. Whilst off work for a period he decided to pick up the pencils and paints again and took a few art courses. The tutor couldn’t understand why he wasn’t following a career in art and encouraged him to apply for Camberwell School of art in London. So Phillip quit his job, sold his house and upped sticks with his newly married wife Bernadette and set off for London. Later Phillip applied to St Martins College of art which was risky as they only considered people that selected it as their first option…but thought “if I didn’t get in I would travel for a year. I was almost hoping I wouldn’t get in!”

Phillip was accepted into St Martin’s and spent 3 years studying graphic design and specializing in illustration. “I really wanted to study fine art but being newly married I felt I needed to take a safer option where I’d be employable. Luckily the course was very fine art based.” On graduating Phillip was awarded Young Talent of the Year by Elle magazine, judged by Peter Blake, pop artist of Beatles album fame. “Winning the competition opened a few doors for me and I was commissioned by The New York Times. It started my freelance illustration career in London for 6 years where I developed my unique illustrative style which carries through my paintings today”. Phillip moved to Ireland in 2000, after awhile the illustration work dried up so he concentrated on painting local scenes in his illustration style which seemed to go well so he went full time with it and here he is today!

